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Have your say
Homai � whakaaro

We�d like your feedback 
on the draft Greater 
Christchurch Spatial Plan. 

Tell us what you think from 
19 June to 23 July 2023. 
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Make a submission
www.greaterchristchurch.org.nz 

huihuimai@greaterchristchurch.org.nz

Deliver to*: 

�	 Christchurch City Council Te Hononga Civic 
O�ces, 53 Hereford Street, Christchurch

�	 Selwyn District Council O�ces,  
2 Norman Kirk Drive, Rolleston

�	 Waimakariri District Council O�ces,  
215 High Street, Rangiora

�	 Environment Canterbury, 200 Tuam Street, 
Christchurch

Post*: Greater Christchurch Spatial Plan 
Consultation, Greater Christchurch Partnership,  
PO Box 73014, Christchurch 8154

If you make a submission, you can also speak to 
the Hearings Panel in support of your submission. 
Hearings on the draft Greater Christchurch Spatial 
Plan are scheduled to be held in October 2023.

*Please include your full name, postal address, 
and email address. If your feedback is on behalf 
of a group or organisation, you must include 
your organisation�s name and your role in the 
organisation.

 
Please note
We require your contact details. Your feedback, 
name and address are provided to decision 
makers. Your feedback, with your name only, will 
be available on our website. However if requested, 
we will make feedback, including contact details, 
publicly available. If you feel there are reasons why 
your contact details and/or feedback should be 
kept con�dential, please email:

huihuimai@greaterchristchurch.org.nz 

Webinars 

We�re holding a webinar to talk about the plan 
and to answer any questions you might have. 
You can register for the webinar online at www.
greaterchristchurch.org.nz.

Once you register for the webinar you will have the 
opportunity to send in your questions either before, 
or during, and we will answer as many as we can. 
The webinars will be recorded and uploaded to 
this page so you can watch at another time if you 
are unable to attend.

 
Contact the team: 
Please let us know if you�d like us to attend your 
community meeting or event. If you have any 
questions for the team please email us: 

huihuimai@greaterchristchurch.org.nz

 

Next steps:

Late July � 
September 

October & 
November

December 

Early 2024

Submissions are collated and 
a report is produced for the 
Hearings Panel

Hearings and Deliberations

 
Whakawhanake K�inga 
Komiti considers endorsement 
and recommendation to 
partners of the Hearings Panel 
Recommendations Report

Partners consider adoption of 
the Greater Christchurch Spatial 
Plan
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Huihui Mai 
Engagement 
� what we 
heard
Huihui Mai � ng� 
whakahokinga k�rero
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The Huihui Mai � let�s come together to plan our 
future engagement - was held from 23 February 
� 26 March 2023 to seek community input and 
test the work to date to inform the development of 
the draft Spatial Plan and the Mass Rapid Transit 
(MRT) Indicative Business Case work. 

The engagement included an online survey, public 
workshops, drop-ins, activations, and a dedicated 
youth engagement programme which included 
workshops in schools and a youth summit. 

During the engagement over 7,000 people 
completed the online survey and over 500 people 
were engaged face-to-face through public and 
youth workshops, an online webinar, drop-ins 
across Greater Christchurch, and presentations to 
groups. Of these, over 1,300 people who completed 
the online survey and participated in workshops 
were under the age of 25. 

Findings from the engagement include:

The feedback on what would encourage people to 
consider higher density living and using their cars 
less, and what people value and believe is missing 
in their neighbourhoods provides an important 
input into the implementation of the Spatial Plan.

86% of people agree with the 
proposed direction of the draft Spatial 
Plan to focus growth around key urban 
and town centres and along public 
transport routes. 

53% of people agree with the 
proposed MRT route (24% disagree). 
Agreement is much higher in suburbs 
along the MRT route (72%). For those who 
did not agree, a desire for improved public 
transport to where they live � Rolleston, 
Rangiora, Eastern Christchurch (i.e. not on 
the proposed route) is the main reason for 
disagreeing with the proposed route.

56% of people are open to higher 
density living, but it needs to be planned 
and designed to meet their di�erent needs 
and provide quality of life 
for people.

To use their cars less, people want more 
frequent, more reliable and more direct 
public transport.
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Key Themes from the Engagement How this is considered in the draft Spatial Plan 

The vast majority of people agree 
with the direction to focus growth 
around urban and town centres and 
along public transport routes 

Consistent with the direction of the draft Spatial Plan

Many people are open to high density 
living, but it needs to be planned 
and designed to meet their di�erent 
needs and provide quality of life for 
people

As key tools to deliver the Spatial Plan are developed - e.g. 
Priority Development Areas, Housing Plan, explicit consideration 
must be given to how to ensure that the development of high-
density housing meets the holistic wellbeing and lifestyle needs 
of people.

People want e�ort focused on all 
aspects of the natural environment, 
with particular importance placed 
on improving the health of our 
waterways.

Inform the development and implementation of a Greater 
Christchurch blue-green network. This is a key move in the draft 
Spatial Plan.

Over half of people agree with the 
suggested �turn up and go route�. 
Where they don�t agree, it�s mainly 
about wanting enhanced public 
transport / extension of the route to 
where they live

The draft Spatial Plan identi�es the �turn up and go route� or 
Mass Rapid Transit route as a key move in shaping greater 
Christchurch. The draft Spatial Plan seeks to focus development 
along these routes and centres. This is also re�ected in the 
identi�cation of the Priority Development Areas (arising from 
technical evaluation) which are focused into key locations along 
the �turn up and go route�.

To use their cars less, people want 
more frequent, more reliable and 
more direct public transport.

The draft Spatial Plan identi�es a number of opportunities 
and directions for shaping Greater Christchurch urban from to 
enable people to use their cars less, if they choose too. 

Partnership and communication 
between urban development partners 
needs to improve to achieve better 
outcomes.

The draft Spatial Plan joint work programme has actions/
initiatives that will require the need to establish better models 
for partnering / communicating with urban development 
partners. The draft Spatial Plan acknowledges that coordinated 
action with infrastructure providers and the development sector 
will be of particular importance to enabling the type and scale of 
development needed to achieve the desired pattern of growth

We need to protect Greater 
Christchurch�s role as a national and 
regional logistics hub.

The draft Spatial Plan as part of the Opportunity statements 
directions. This will also be an important component of the 
Greater Christchurch Transport Plan.

There are some barriers and 
challenges to shift the balance of 
commercial residential development 
from green�eld to higher-density 
housing.

The review of statutory / non-statutory tools to shift the feasibility 
of development is proposed as an action within the draft Spatial 
Plan joint work programme.

Greater Christchurch Spatial Plan 6



There needs to be an a�ordable and 
accessible range of housing options for 
di�erent groups of people, including 
options for intergenerational living and 
large wh�nau/aiga, when planning for 
future growth.

First home buyers and �atmates would be 
very open to high density housing - this 
would need to be a�ordable and have 
good design that maintains privacy, space 
and energy e�ciency and promotes 
access to green spaces.

 The �Turn up and go service� could 
be extended to Kaiapoi and Rolleston, 
and out East  to make the central city 
and Greater Christchurch areas more 
accessible. Considerations for transport 
options are: a�ordability, accessibility, 
frequency, consistency, safety for drivers 
and passengers and Wi-Fi-friendly.

Climate change, a clean and green 
environment, and the Avon and drinking 
water quality are a top priority. 

Safety across all aspects of living, working, 
transport and recreation in Greater 
Christchurch and on online platforms is 
important. 

M�oritanga is embraced, visible and 
valued. Greater Christchurch is diverse, 
multi-cultural and welcoming and this is 
re�ected in the city and at the decision 
making tables.

With the Huihui Mai consultation exploring what 
Greater Christchurch could look like in 2050, there 
was a large emphasis on capturing the youth voice. 
1,300 youth under 25 took part in our survey, and 

386 rangatahi from schools, tertiary institutions, 
youth councils/r�p� and participation groups 
participated in tailored workshops.  

 

Key themes identi�ed by youth included:
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BLUE-GREEN NETWORK

A blue-green network is a series of spaces 
and corridors that follow and connect water 
bodies, parks, green areas and the coast. Blue 
elements include rivers, streams, storm water 
drains and basins, wetlands, freshwater, and 
coastal water; while green elements include 
trees, parks, forests, reserves and greenways.

CENTRE

A centre is a location that is a focal point 
for economic, social, community and civic 
activity. This plan refers to four di�erent types 
of centres � being signi�cant urban centres, 
major towns, locally important urban centres 
and towns, and key business areas � re�ecting 
the expected scale and mix of activities and 
buildings.

DENSITY

Density refers to the number of houses or 
dwellings within a certain area. The higher the 
number of dwellings per hectare, the higher 
the density. This plan refers to low, medium 
and high density. Low density generally 
describes an area with predominately 
detached dwellings on sections greater than 
300m�. Medium density describes areas 
where attached dwellings are more prevalent, 
such as semi-detached or duplex dwellings, 
terraced housing, or low-rise apartments. In 
high density areas, multi-story buildings are 
prevalent. 

 

DEVELOPMENT CAPACITY

Development capacity means the capacity 
of land to be developed for housing or for 
business use; based on the zoning, objectives, 
policies, rules and overlays that apply in the 
relevant proposed and operative Resource 
Management Act planning documents, and 
the provision of adequate development 
infrastructure to support the development of 
land for housing or business use.

GREEN BELT

A green belt is a planning tool used to maintain 
areas of green space around urban areas, 
often acting as a bu�er between urban and 
rural areas.

K�INGA NOHOANGA

K�inga nohoanga is a form of settlement or 
land development for members of hap� or 
wh�nau providing residential accommodation. 
It may also include accommodation for visitors 
and short term residents with associated 
communal buildings and facilities; as well 
as social activities and facilities, commercial 
activities, and cultural facilities and activities.

MASS RAPID TRANSIT

Rapid transit is a step up from conventional 
public transport, being a quicker, more 
frequent and reliable, higher-capacity 
public transport service that operates on a 
permanent route (road or rail) that is largely 
separated from other tra�c. It was also being 
mentioned as �turn-up-and-go� service.

Key terms
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MIXED-USE

Mixed-use refers to the variety of activities 
permitted by planning regulations to occur 
either within a location (such as within a 
town centre) or on a site. Mixed-use planning 
regulations permit a variety of residential, 
commercial or community activities to occur, 
rather than restricting activities to a single use, 
such as residential only.

MODES OF TRANSPORT AND MODE SHIFT

Transport modes refers to the di�erent ways 
or types of vehicles people use to get from A to 
B. In this plan, the di�erent modes of transport 
referred to include public transport (such as 
bus services), active transport (such as cycling 
and walking) and private vehicles (such as 
cars). Mode shift means growing the share of 
travel by public transport, cycling and walking.

NG� WAI

Ng� Wai encompasses water bodies and their 
margins, and include ng� awa (rivers), ng� 
roto (lakes), ng� h�pua (coastal lagoons), ng� 
repo (wetlands) and ng� puna (springs).

PRIORITY AREAS

Priority Areas are areas that the partnership 
wishes to focus coordinated e�ort at a given 
time. They are a key tool as part of the Urban 
Growth Agenda framework that provides 
a mechanism for coordinated and aligned 
action across multiple agencies; to inform, 
prioritise and unlock investment, and drive 
collective accountability.

It is important to note that if an area is not a 
�Priority Area� through this process, it does not 
mean that it may not become one at a later 
date. The list of Priority Areas can change 
and be re-prioritised as challenges and 
opportunities change or evolve. It also does 
not mean that development, partnership and 
investment in areas outside of a Priority Area 
cannot occur.

SOCIAL INFRASTRUCTURE

Social infrastructure includes parks and 
open spaces, community facilities, schools 
and health facilities. In this plan, the term 
infrastructure includes social infrastructure, 
unless speci�ed otherwise.

TARGETED INTENSIFICATION	

Targeted intensi�cation refers to 
accommodating housing and business growth 
through greater intensi�cation around key 
urban and town centres, and along public 
transport corridors.

URBAN FORM

The urban form is the physical shape and 
land use patterns of towns and cities. It 
refers to housing types, street types, how 
they sit in the environment and their layout. It 
includes the location, density and design of 
homes, workplaces, schools, parks and other 
community facilities, as well as the transport 
networks that connect them.

W�HI TAONGA

W�hi Taonga are treasured places that have 
high intrinsic value, and are valued for their 
capacity to shape and sustain the quality of 
life. Access to these areas is important to Ng�i 
Tahu identity.

W�HI TAPU

W�hi Tapu are sites and places that are 
culturally and spiritually signi�cant to the 
history and identity of mana whenua. W�hi 
Tapu sites are to be protected according to 
tikanga and kawa to ensure the sacred nature 
of those sites is respected.

WELL-FUNCTIONING URBAN ENVIRONMENTS

The National Policy Statement on Urban 
Development requires planning decisions 
to contribute to well-functioning urban 
environments. A de�nition of well-functioning 
urban environments is provided in the 
Delivering on national direction section  
of this plan.
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Introduction
He Kupu Whakataki
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Over the past 15 years, Christchurch and its 
surrounding towns have grown rapidly. By 2050, 
more than 700,000 people are projected to be 
living in Greater Christchurch � 30% more than 
there are today, with the population potentially 
doubling to 1 million people within the next 60 
years, if not earlier. It�s important to plan for how 
growth this signi�cant will be accommodated, 
while also looking after the environment and 
responding to climate change.

In 2022, the Greater Christchurch Partnership 
and the Crown established an Urban Growth 
Partnership for Greater Christchurch � the 
Whakawhanake K�inga Komiti. This partnership of 
central government, local government and mana 
whenua is focused on shared objectives related 
to a�ordable housing, emissions reduction, and 
creating liveable and resilient urban areas.

The �rst priority of the partnership is the Greater 
Christchurch Spatial Plan � this document.

The Spatial Plan sets out the partners� shared 
vision for the future of Greater Christchurch. It 

is a plan for action, for starting now to make 
the transformational shifts needed to secure 
the future of Greater Christchurch. This includes 
a clear pathway for how the city region will 
create prosperous and well-functioning urban 
environments, and build greater resilience in the 
context of the changing environment. It sets out 
what the priorities are and what needs to happen 
to achieve them.

Its key directions include a focus on targeted 
intensi�cation in centres and along public transport 
corridors, along with the prosperous development 
of k�inga nohoanga on M�ori Land and within 
urban areas.

The direction set out in the plan is supported by 
commitments across central government, local 
government and mana whenua to partner and 
invest in shared priorities for Greater Christchurch, 
to ensure the city region remains a great place to 
live for all. The implementation of the plan will form 
the ongoing work programme of the partnership.

Acknowledging Te Tiriti and Rangatiratanga

The contemporary relationship between Ng�i 
Tahu wh�nui and the Crown is de�ned by 
three core documents: Te Tiriti o Waitangi, the 
Ng�i Tahu Deed of Settlement 1997 and the 
Ng�i Tahu Claims Settlement Act 1998.

Papatipu R�nanga expect that the partners 
will honour Te Tiriti o Waitangi and the 
principles upon which it is founded, including 
principles of Partnership and recognition of 
their rangatiratanga status.

In making its apology in 1998, the Crown 
acknowledged that Ng�i Tahu holds 
rangatiratanga within the Ng�i Tahu takiw�. 
Further, the Te R�nanga o Ng�i Tahu 

Declaration of Membership Order 2001 
establishes individual Papatipu R�nanga as 
the entities with responsibility for resources 
and the protection of tribal interests within their 
respective takiw�.

These documents and matters have informed 
the nature and manner of engagement and 
collaboration between the Papatipu R�nanga 
and the partners involved in the development 
of this Spatial Plan, and the commitments 
made to actively support and assist mana 
whenua ful�l their priorities.
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M�oritanga is 
embraced

Access to everyday 
needs close to home

The aspirations for Greater Christchurch � a place to live well

The Spatial Plan seeks to deliver on the community aspirations for Greater Christchurch � as a 
place that supports the wellbeing of residents both now and for generations still to come.

Nature is protected 
and respected

Access to quality 
jobs and business 
opportunities

Vibrant and embracing of 
cultures and  diversities

Less dependence on cars, 
easy to get around using 
public and active transport 

Streets and spaces are 
designed for people

The impacts of climate 
change are addressed

Equity of access 
to resources

A�ordable and quality 
housing options

Figure 1: Community aspirations for Greater Christchurch in 2050
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The Greater Christchurch area

Greater Christchurch is found at the meeting point 
of the Canterbury Plains, the Paci�c Ocean, and 
the volcanic remnants of Whakaraup� / Lyttelton 
and Te P�taka a R�kaihaut� / Banks Peninsula.

It extends from Rangiora in the north to Lincoln 
in the south, and from Rolleston in the west to 
Sumner in the east. It includes the �at lands and 
Port Hill areas of �tautahi Christchurch, and the 
surrounding towns and rural areas. Its landscape 
is dominated by rivers, lakes, estuaries, coastal 
lagoons, wetlands and springs.

Greater Christchurch includes parts of three 
territorial authorities: Christchurch City, Selwyn 
District and Waimakariri District. It is also part of 
a cultural landscape that holds signi�cant historic 
and contemporary cultural importance for Ng�i 
Tahu wh�nui.

Greater Christchurch traverses the takiw� of three 
Papatipu R�nanga: Te Ng�i T��huriri, Taumutu and 
Te Hap� o Ng�ti Wheke (R�paki), with the marae 
of Te Ng�i T��huriri and Te Hap� o Ng�ti Wheke 
being located within the Greater Christchurch area. 
The marae associated with each of the Papatipu 
R�nanga are the beating hearts of tribal identity 
and centres for cultural, social and economic 
activities.

Greater Christchurch sits within and has deep 
connections with the wider Waitaha / Canterbury 
region.

The geographic extent of Greater Christchurch is 
shown in Map 1.
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